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Statement on the Gift of Baptism:  Jesus laid out, quite 

simply and plainly, the mission of the Church…"Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit.  Teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age." 

 

As we obey these words of Jesus, we baptize those 

whom God has called.  As we gather around the 

baptismal font this morning, we worship our Lord 

Jesus Christ through the baptism of Kenneth Tobin 

Horne.  May we be reminded that baptism is the means 

by which we all enter into the church.  May we 

remember that baptism is not that magic moment of 

forgiveness, but it points us back to the grace of God 

expressed in Jesus Christ, yet it also points us forward 

to that same Christ who will fulfill God's purpose in the 

promised future.  Let us remember that as Presbyterians 

we baptize infant children with the belief that God's act 

of grace and salvation is at work within us even before 

we realize it or are able to claim it for ourselves.   

 

Renewal of Faith:  Josh and Mandy, do you desire that 

Toby be baptized today?  We do. 

 

 

As we celebrate the baptism of Toby, I invite you to 

reflect on the baptismal vows that his parents will be 

taking, and in your heart, reaffirm and renew your own 

baptism and commitment to Jesus Christ. 

 

1. Do you claim God’s covenant promise on Toby’s 

behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ 

for his salvation, as you do for your own?  I do. 

 

2. Relying on God’s grace, do you promise to live the 

Christian faith, and to teach that faith to Toby?  I do. 

 

3.  Do you promise to pray with and for Toby and to bring 

him up in the knowledge and love of God?  I do. 

 
 

Questions to the Congregation:  Do you, as members 

of First Presbyterian Church and members of the 

church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and pray 

for Toby, encouraging him to know and follow 

Christ and to be a faithful member of Christ’s 

church?  If so, please say, “We do.” 

 

Thanksgiving Over the Water:  Let us pray:  Holy 

God, send your Spirit to move over this water that it 

may be a fountain of deliverance and rebirth.  Wash 

away the sin of all who are cleansed by it.  Raise them 

to new life, and graft them to the body of Christ.  Pour 

out your Holy Spirit upon them, that they may have 

power to do your will, and continue forever in the risen 

life of Christ.  To you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one 

God, be all praise, honor, and glory, now and forever.  

Amen. 



 

Baptism: Kenneth Tobin Horne, YOU ARE A 

CHILD OF THE COVENANT, I BAPTIZE YOU IN 

THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE 

SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

 

Baptismal Prayer:  Gracious Lord, we celebrate the 

baptism of Toby and we welcome him into the 

community of faith.  Guide Josh and Mandy in their 

own walks of faith as they strive to be loving, caring, 

and diligent parents to Toby.  Guide us, as a church 

family, as we are called to be witnesses to Christ in 

word and deed and nurture all of your children in the 

faith.  Guide us always, as we seek to live as a baptized 

people. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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